With purposes to the facilitation of scientific exchange, international collaboration for clinical studies and basic research, provision of educational opportunities for doctors in developing countries, and deepening friendship between members in Asia, ultimately to improve the standard of practice and the outcomes of patients with gynecologic cancers, ASGO was initiated in the 7th Japan-Korea Joint Conference of Gynecologic Oncology Group (JKGOG) in Seoul on November 27, 2008 to expand the spirit of cooperation of JKGOG to all Asian countries. 4 ASGO now has members in over 10 Asian countries. The first and the current president of the society is Dr. Soon-Beom Kang (Seoul National University, Korea). The president-elect (also the congress president of the first biennial meeting of ASGO) is Dr. Toshiharu Kamura (Kurume University, Japan) (Fig. 1) . The initiating council members (Fig. 2) came from 9 countries including China (Chinese Society of Gynecological Oncology, Hong Kong Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology), India, Indonesia (Indonesian Society of Gynecologic Oncology), The second biennial meeting of ASGO will be held in November, 2011 in Seoul, Korea. With thanks to the effort of Japanese and Korean doctors in establishing ASGO, gynecologic oncologists in other Asian countries will follow these pioneers' steps and dedicate themselves with powerful support. ASGO is expected to "play an essential role in understanding, investigating, and resolving regional health problems like other regional societies such as the Society of Gynecologic Oncologists (SGO) and the European Society of Gynecologic Oncology (ESGO)". 1 Asia is the most populous land in the world, containing highly developed cities on the cutting edge of medical care, and also containing poor rural areas which have almost no any medical resource. In the future, ASGO may play the role of the polestar that guides the prevention, treatment, and holistic health care of gynecologic cancers in this vast land of diversity, culture, history, and tribulation.
